
David	
  Harrison:	
  	
  What	
  Causes	
  a	
  Runway	
  Excursion?	
  
	
  
	
  
"CANSO	
  is	
  fully	
  committed	
  to	
  maintaining	
  and	
  improving	
  aviation	
  safety.	
  A	
  lot	
  of	
  

work	
  has	
  already	
  been	
  undertaken,	
  but	
  there	
  is	
  still	
  much	
  more	
  we	
  can	
  all	
  do	
  in	
  the	
  

prevention	
  of	
  runway	
  excursions.	
  Despite	
  all	
  of	
  our	
  efforts,	
  there	
  are	
  still	
  on	
  average	
  

2	
  runway	
  excursions	
  globally	
  every	
  week.	
  With	
  unstable	
  approaches	
  being	
  a	
  causal	
  

factor	
  in	
  many	
  of	
  these.	
  CANSO	
  is	
  working	
  in	
  close	
  collaboration	
  with	
  our	
  ATM	
  

industry	
  partners.	
  Airlines,	
  pilots,	
  airports	
  and	
  regulators	
  to	
  address	
  the	
  causes,	
  but	
  

the	
  role	
  air	
  traffic	
  control	
  plays	
  can	
  be	
  crucial	
  in	
  determining	
  the	
  safety	
  of	
  a	
  flight.	
  

We	
  need	
  to	
  insure	
  that	
  the	
  service	
  provided	
  by	
  ATC	
  is	
  conducive	
  to	
  safe	
  and	
  

effecting	
  flight.	
  Providing	
  pilots	
  with	
  the	
  instructions,	
  clearances	
  and	
  information	
  

that	
  enable	
  them	
  to	
  take	
  the	
  appropriate	
  actions	
  and	
  decisions	
  from	
  cruise	
  through	
  

to	
  final	
  approach	
  and	
  landing.	
  Aviation	
  connects	
  and	
  effects	
  all	
  of	
  us,	
  allowing	
  the	
  

global	
  community	
  to	
  grow	
  and	
  prosper.	
  People	
  rely	
  on	
  ATC	
  to	
  be	
  professional	
  and	
  

proactive	
  to	
  enhance	
  safety.	
  Through	
  working	
  together	
  as	
  one	
  safety	
  team	
  and	
  

acknowledging	
  and	
  understanding	
  the	
  part	
  each	
  of	
  us	
  play	
  we	
  can	
  make	
  a	
  

difference."	
  


