Kevin Bachand: What Role Does Air Traffic Control Play?

As a corporate pilot flying a business aircraft, our destinations change day to day.
We could be flying into very big airports or very small airports. Some of the bigger
airports with the long runways are served by full intimate approach. Some of the
small airports with the shorter runways may have no approach at all. During the
last month, I've been to the Mideast, South America and New England; and on one
particular trip, which was a 10 hour flight with a fuel stop at the 5 hour mark, our
first landing was on a 12,000 foot runway during the daytime, 5 hours later after a
total of 10 hours flying, we are shooting to approach a 6,000 foot runway at night in
the middle of a big city. In order to do this safely, we need the opportunity from ATC
to fly a stabilized approach.



