Ray Adam: Ensure the Runway Assignment is
Appropriate for the Wind

It's very important to align your aircraft and your runway usage with the wind.
Generally, the dynamics of flight are aided when you are flying into the wind. It
allows for a more stabilized approach, allows for the pilots to know what to expect
the picture looks right to them when the winds are favorable. So some of the risks
that could be run by landing with the tail wind or a quartering tail wind: one
significant risk is your ground speed could be significantly faster than your air
speed, so especially when your dealing with larger aircraft like we do at Newark,
they have certain parameters that they have to fly the aircraft in and a ground speed
increase of 10 or 20 knots can cause them to need more landing distance on the
runway which could cause a runway excursion. Additionally, if you're landing with
a crosswind component especially a gusty crosswind component, which does
happen sometimes, the chance of a destabilization of an aircraft down low could
cause a go around. So in the interest of safety, approach controllers and tower
controllers should try to align aircraft with the wind as much as possible.



